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Department of Defense Dnecuve RS
.;"Communi:cation‘e, ‘Intelligence (COMINT) i

. NSCID No.. 6, dated September 15, 1958

" SecDef merno, subj: Implementation of NSCID No. 9 L
““Revised, dated December 5, 1952 (cancelea by ref. (c}}. =
. DOD Dix, S- 5100 20, "’I‘he Na.tzonal Security Agency" ‘
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I, DEF]NITIO\IS o :

. A.‘ For the purpose of this Directive, the terms “Communi- T
cations Intelligence" or "COMINT ' shall be construed to mean = .-
technical and intelligence information acrived from forexgn com-=
mumcatzons by other than the intended recipients. :

_ B. COMINT activities shall be construea to mean those R
activities which produce COMINT by the intercception and process-
"7 ing of foreign communications paSS\,‘l by radio, wire, or othexr -
electromagnetic means, with spocific excestions stated in para.- v
;graph II. C. below, and by the oroceasmg of Joercign encrypted -_ L
cormnumcatlons, however transmitted, Interception comprzses, Eh
“ search, intercept, and direction finding, Processing comprises
range estmuauon, transmitter/operator identification, signal
analysis, ‘traffic analysis, cryptanclysis, decryption, study of °
. plain text, the fusion of thege procusses, and the reporting of «v '»' .+
,‘,‘ results.'f L o : T ERRCER
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: C | COMIN’I‘ and COMINT au,uv:mg.u as defmed herem shall
not mclude-"‘"--‘.- R S s

Intercept and processmg of unencrypted written
'_cormnumcatlons, except the processing of wntten

%Eeﬁﬁsxcww £D FR.OM AUTOMATIC REGRADIN NG;
» DIR 520010 DOES NOT APPLY, =

SR s it B



. plain text versions of communications which have been
~ encrypted or are intended for subsequent cucryption.

Intercept and processing of preés, propaganda and . . .,
‘ other public broadcasts, except for processing en~ - '

crypted or "hzdden meamng" passages m such broad-_‘ :
ca.sts. L n ‘ - ‘
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'IIi;i POLICY |

‘A, ’. Thc Secretary of Defense bas been designated as Executive * + 0
‘Agent of the Government for thciconduct of COMINT activities in AN
accordance with the provisions of reference (a) and for the mainten-- Ll
‘ance and operation of the National Sccurity Agency (NSA). The Assiste.. _' RN
ant to the Secretary of Defense {Special Operations) will exercisc the R R i
_authority vested in the Secretary of Defénse by reference (a) relating . .~ . 1
to the direction and control of the National Sccurlty Agency and relatod SR
vacthtles of the Department of Dbfcnse.

ot

: B. ‘The COMINT mlSS.lOn of thc Natxonal Secunty Agency sha]l

‘be to provxde an effective, umfxcd organization and control of the
,COMIN'I‘ intercept and processing activities of the United Statcs, to -
provzde for integrated opcratlonal polxcms and prom,duros perta.xnlnd “

tives requu:ements and priox ities established by the U. 8. Intclhgence ;
Board For these purposes all U. S. COMINT activities, exceptas | 4. .

S d

| 'other\mse specified berein, are placcd under the operational and : : }1

. -

’ techmcal control of the D:chctor, Natxona.l Sccumty Agency. } .

: L Cu The Secretary of Defcnse w111 estabhsh the consohdated ”i

: . DOD budget, and requirements for military and civilian manpower,. 3
logistic and com_municauons support and rescarch, development, é i

‘test and evaluation for COMINT activities, and provide for inclu-

' sions as appropriatec in the budgets and programs of the military
departments and other, DOD a;;.,encms. With the collaboration of
interested elements of the’ Dcpartmcnt of Defense, the Assistant to”
the Secretary of DefenSe (Spec,zal Operatxons.) mll continually review
the development and executxon of COMINT plans and programs as a o
. basis on which to provide for effcctmvc, cffxcz.ent and econoraical _
management and operatxon and the chmm&tmn of undes:.rable duph-i."

St i X 4.
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establlshcd by the Seceretary of Defense will conduct such search,

,‘ mtc,rccpt direction finding, range estimation, and signal analys:.s of .

. communications electromagnetw radiations as must be undertaken to - ;
pcrm;t ;mmed;ate opexrational use “of the inforination in support of
ele¢tronic warfare and rescue operatxons. Wlth rcspect to thcse
activities, ‘it 1s‘noted thatg ‘ j_: :

.'I'hey are pcrformed in dlI‘CLt and 1mmcd1a.tc
‘support of operations conductcd for other than
- mtelhgencc purposcv and are c\-CLlV’O only when;

< term” "opexatmns”,, as.us cd in tlws m&cctwe,
\:mcludcs tralnlng and tcst cxcrca. s, a.nd 15 not

They are pcrformcd by eqmpmcnt wluch though
identical or similar to that used by COMINT
units for m»elhgencc purpases, iz an cs senmal
'cOmponem of the weapons system famhty, or
actzvzty Wthh has an operat:onal rmssmn or '
obgectxve. )

'Exa.mples of such acthues are _those undertaxcn' o

_By shlpis and axrcraft for navigatmna.l purpo.ses
and’ for th01r O\Vn protection' '

measures, cduntpr~countcrme¢surcs, 1m1£at1ve} .
commumcatmn and clcclromc deccpmon, wlule
these op rauons arc bemg conductcd.

By ohlpS, a craft and/or gfround umts for

detectxon, eamy warmng, trat,lung, 1dent1f1ca—~ N
tlon, target dcqmsdzon, or honung purposes,
m conncctlon 'with. operatxous actually underway.,

N

‘(’A" . .,<{.‘

R ,In the event data obtamed by the.sc achlvxues is usable

for’ 1111:el11gen(:e purposes, this data should be pro- f' L
vzded by the most _expeditious, means available, .to = .
the appropmatc (“OMlNT actxwty for f"rther handlmg. -

D. The nuhtary departments and the commanders of commands '

g the supported opcrauoua are unaorway., The 7l
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Bl Paragraph II. D. above should not be interpreted to mean - »m/
- that COMINT units which ope rate under the opérational and technical. B
control of the Director, National Sccurxty Agency, do not have a
mlssmn of dn'ect and 1mmedxate support to operatxons whxch arc

'
]
N
t

The Jo:mt Chiefs of Staff

Rev1ew the COMINT plans and programo of the
Dlrector, Nauonal Sccurity Agcncy, to insure
that they arc:in consonance with approved plans
~and adcquatc“to serve the joint nceds of the mili- "~
tary departmcnts, ‘the commands established by
the Secrctary of Dmense and the missions of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and make rocomxncndatmns
to thc Seoretary of Dcfcnsc, as approprmte. Co L

4 s et gt

RGVJ.CW the cdnsolzdated DOD budgct and rcqun'e—-'
ments for mahtary and civilian manpower, 10"151:10 '
‘support, and rcscarch, devclopment, test and &
evaluation for COMINT activities as submitted to

the Secretary of Dcfense by the Dn:ector, National
- Security Agcency, to determme ‘the 1mpact on stated
-military requirements, ang 2 male appropriate
recommenda.tmns w1th re5pcct theref;o to the Secre

of refercnc

(a)

?‘ A ; R
: VEXCI'CJ.SC opcratlona,l and’ techmcal control of the
.COMINT collectlon aud processmg activities of the

depar timents a.ncl a;rencxes of ‘Lhe Governmcnt
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" Delefjate opcrational control of specified COMINT o
. facilitics and resources to appropriate authorities S0
“for such periods and for such tasks as arc deter= Coe
mined by him to be necessary, including those
tasks to m eet the direct support requirements of
\xm.lltary departments and commandcrs. ,

At
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Prepare in collaboratlon mth the m11xtary depart-. BB
ments and submit to the Secrctary of Defense the
consolidated DOD plans and programs for CONINT
activitics, togethcr W1th hJ.S rccomxnondatlons i

.

pertalmng thc:r to. -'

Sy

ok

‘- ; q, __t
B

,Prepare in co]laboratmn wﬂ,h hmc rmh*a.ry dopart-—'
‘ments and submit to the Secretary of Defense the
,/consolidated DOD budget, and requ.xrements for
military, and c1v111an manpower logistic support,

‘and research developmert, -test and cvaluation for:
'COMINT actxwtxos, togcther mth hz.s recommcnda-

txons pertammg thcreto, SRR
4'\ S '- oy

Under the supervxsxon of the Director of Defcnse
‘Rescarch and Engineering, establish and conduct
a2 research and engincering program to meet the '
needs of the Natxonal Security Agency and the de-—
partments and agencies which are engaged in o
COMINT actxwtxes, review and’ coorchnat:c the re="
lated COMINT xesearch and engzncermg programs
‘conducted by éuch departments and agencies. He .
will also rccommend controls and. procedures to the
‘Director of Defcnse Reseaxch ‘and Engmoermg,

govermng the conduct of COMIN'I‘ research develop-
ment, test and cvaluatxon. ‘ RN

B l

Standard.xz m collaborauon thh thc rmhtary de- .
partments COMINT e(;mpment a.nd fa.C:111t1e5 wher-

: Provide tcchmcal guidance and support, mcludmg
in.formatmon, 3pema11zed eqmpment and engineering .

ssmtance_, add analytxc service to all U.. S."COMINT  "
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',A Provide technical guidance :’md supportuofw
:COMINT training conducted by the military de-
‘partxnents, and prescmbe minimum ‘atandards for

«

'Conduct necessa.:ry speczalxzed and’ advanced LT
‘COMINT traxnxng. e '. Celel

Deternune the reqmrements for commumcauons
‘'to meet the nceds of the National Security Agency Sy
‘and submit them to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for . .«
‘theu‘ revxew and appropnate actlon. o ‘
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t1es courier scrvice requirements £or the exped:.-* S
tlous handlmg o£ COMIN’I‘ materxal Co

sible for loglstxc support for the National Secunty
Agency, requirements together with specific 5_3' Y
recommendations as {o what each’of the respon~- L St g
'-slble departmants a.nd agencxes of the Governmcnt o

Plan program and budgét for their respectlve
COMINT acuvﬁ.ms, collaborate with the Dxrector,
National Security Agency, in the preparation of -
consolidated DOD plans, programs and budget

esnmates.

e ‘,‘

'Procure for, Operate, orgamze, tram, equip,
,adrmmster, and providé¢ logistic support to-their’
respective COMINT activitiess This will include .
provision o£ adcquate reserve programs to meet
emergency or wartxme reqmrements for COMIN’I‘
actzv;tzes. ‘..'

[ ST

; éourCes £ox‘ the support of rmlltary operatmns and
of the natlonal COMINT effort as authonzed and
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, e T _:,f:;*rl;f' e S-315.4 el
Perform COMINT couectxon and processing taaks . “..; ;
, as specified by the Director, National Security o :

“.A.gency, in accordance with tho provxszons of para— ' "
j; graph IV. B. 1. b. above.
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;'-,.Agency in accordancc with approved rcqmrcmcnts.

~The normal tour of duty is thirty-six months. PR
“Longer assztgnmcnt of specially qualified personnel . B
"is authorized as may be arranged with the Depa.rt- ‘{'.; e
i ment conccrncd .The military depaxtments may- o ‘
add, w:.thdraw, or substitute personnel within the
'. authormed personnel strength of the National . °
Security Agom‘:y, sub_]ect to the concurrence of the e
Dzrector, NSA., T UL T AP D
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Keep the Dzrcctor, Natxonal Securxty Agcncy, ‘and -
“through him the Director of Dofensc Réscarch and .
Engmeermg, currontly advised of their COMINT |
.research and engmeonng requn:err‘cnts, and accom= - S
“ plish such res¢arch, \devclopmcnt, test and eva.lua- ;' L
tmn as. may be' a.ss1gned. o w

Subgect to approval by the Dlrector of Defense Re- R
search’and Engincering, initiate and pursue such -
research and engineering projects as may be -
necessary to support their. COMINT adtivitics, and
accomplish such COMINT rescarch, development,

test and evaluatmn as approved or assigned by the
Director of Defense Research and Engincering, A
rmhtary dcpartmcnt undertaldng research and o
‘engineering préjccts in areas touching on GOMINT
will advise the Director of Defense Research and

‘Engincering, the Du-(—*ctor, Nanonal Security Agency,
and othex rmlltary departments as a matter of mutual

State to the Dlr cctor N Natlonal Socumty Agency,
‘their’ reqmrunents for COMINT dzrcct support

AConduct ‘the a.chitlcs lxsted in paragraph I_U:. .
.'J'_'a.bove m accordance W1th the prowsmns contamcd

o XN

oo

Py



‘Conduct those COMINT activities, other than ~ - '~ L \'u/
cryptanalys1s, undertaken in support of their S, '
" missions under the authority of NSCID No. 5; RO
“where feasible, coordinate such activities with s
the Diractor, Natienal Seeurity Agency, or his - -~ 7 ‘;'; B
representative. The information dexived from such’' | S
activities shall be so handled as to give suitable
. protection to relatéd acthtms and shall be passcd
“to the National Sccumty Agency to the extent desired’"
by the Director, NSA, as soon as the special eecunty
¥ collectlon reqmrcments have been satisﬁed

\'“'

'F.ulfﬂl log1st1c aupport reqmrements of the Natzonal
Securxty Agency, as authomzcd and directed by the ".

!

S
'I‘hese Commanders wﬂlg: L

i Submlt thelr reqmrements for COMINT dlrcct
n support to the Chlef of Servnce concerned.

'
v

NS

- o l ; .
In the event the Chlef of Servmco concerned cannot :
arrange for meeting the requlrement or resolve - ° »
the problem, the matter will then be rcferred to - LT
'the Jomt Clnefs of Sta.ff. = 'j, l ST L

Conduct: the aCtJ.VltleS llSted in paragraph III. D.
‘above in accordance: with the provisions ccmtamed
‘_thereln, where fea51b1c, caordmate such act:.vxt:zes
' w1th the Dn‘ector, Natlonal Secunty' Agency. 3
COnduct those COMH\IT act1v1txcs, other than crypt-—
analysis, undex)taken in suppdrt of thexr misgsions
under the authority of NSCID No. 5; where feas:.ble, s
coordinate such acuvmlcs with the Direc¢tor, = ...
. National Security Agcncy. The mformatxon dcrwed '
from such activities ‘shall be 80 ‘handled as to give "
‘suitable protection to related activities and shall =
be passed to the Natwnal Secunty Agency to the
‘extcnt desn:ed by the‘ Director, NSA, as soon as’
the specxal security coliecuon requlrements have




R S Marly, 59 |
s T g Seansd
Departmeﬁts and Agencics - - .

.
B

nsibilities for the conduct and support of ]

1," “The respo
COMINT activitic
:'as specified in re
ment df»Defens'e-}aré ‘€O
L dum, SRR

B

s by those departments and agencies. . - . R
ference (a) but.outside the Depart- .., -7 .

N
LR

vered ina

separate memoran«-

. s
R AR

GTIVE DATE "~ |

FE

‘publication, "

upon

: Can i
Secretary of Defense -
e S T e A

123

2
Ay

-
&3

A
- ¢

s

2 &

ad

"

5

’
e &

)
-
e

t.-

1 Do S L e

'
'




